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YirkEs OBsSERVATORY.UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
WirLiams BayWisconsin

CABLE ADDRESS

ARCTURUS CHICAGO July 8, 1897,
Profescsor P, Tacchini,
R, Osservatorio del Collegio Romano,
Rome, Italy.
Iy Dear Professor Tacchini,-

The CObservatory 1ls now practically completed, and we are able
to mske definite plans for the dedication, which is to be held on Sep-
tember 30tii. 1In connection with the dedication we intend to hold a2 sers
ies of informal conferences on astronomical and astrophysiecal subjects
on Septcmber 28, 29 and 30, The Fourth Annual iieeting of the Board of

Editors of the Astrophyslcal Journal will be held at the same time, In
W i e, B

poree cﬂﬂnccf‘i'm*GMIﬁes WC are planning to nave experimental
demonstrations of a variety of spectroscopic phenomena, such as the
effect of pressure on wave-length, the effect of a magnetic field on
radization, etec. The 40-inch telescope and other instruments of the
OCbservztory will be used.fbr-shnwing interesting objects. 1 greatly
hope you may find it possible to be present, and to give at the cunferf
ences an informal talk on your solar work. Some time ago Professor
Ricco wrote me that he would probably come if he could induce you to
come with him. I am anxious to have you jere, not only for personal
reasons, but also as a representative of the Italian Socliety of Spectroe
scopists. A Tormal invitation will somn be sent to the Socliety, re-
questing that it be reprecscnted at the dedication by 2 delegage. The

wvork of the Observatory will follow so closely the lines long ago mark-
ed out by the sSociety that it seems to us very desirable that the in-
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Prof. Tacchini, 2.

vestigations be inaugurated,to some extent at least,under the Society's
auspices. 1 have every reason therefore for hoping that you may finad
1t possible to attend the dedication, and to remain with us at the Ob-
servatory for some time, making such observations as you may wish to

with the large telescope.

The great object glass arrived here in the latier part of May
and was successfully mounted on the tube, We had a few nights of very
satisfactory observations with the instrument, when unfortunately the
rising Tloor was so seriously injured by the giving way of the cables
that we were compelled to giva up the use of the telescope until the
floor could be rebuilt, This work has progressed very satisfactorily,

and within a week we expect to have everything in operation again.

o

Meanwhile I have been very busy measuring the lines in a remarksble
photograph of the solar spectrum which I found among the negatives tak-
en at the Kenwcod Observatory. There seems to have been some peculiar
eruption which changed the Fraunhofer lines in a remarkable way in the
region of t;; spot., lany of the darK lines which are ordinarily pre-
sent in the solar spectrum disappeared, giving place to new ones of
different character, Across the spot two new bright lines were phote-
graphed, the origin of which I do not yet know., I enclose a print showe

ing the peculiar spectrum and onc of the normal solar spectrum taken a

few minutes before the disturbance occurred.

Iy Tather haz recently returned to this country,leaving my
mother and slster in Paris,where they have been joined by my Uncle and
brother. I was very glad that he had an opportunity to see you while
in Rome. He and my sister greatly enjoyed their visit to the Collegio
Rumann

to hear from you soon that you will attend the dedication,

i.l-i
and Tit %nd regards, 1 am,
Very sincerely yours %M?j/ [)@/Q_\
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